BMW Hong Kong Derby
HK$18,000,000

HKG1 turf 2000m

15/3/2015
The BMW Hong Kong Derby was first run in 1873, almost a century after the Epsom original was run in England in 1780 and 11 years before the establishment of the Hong Kong Jockey Club. The race has since developed as the most prestigious local event in Hong Kong racing and it has been exclusive to horses aged four since 1981.  In its 138th running this year the race’s total prize money has been further increased to HK$18 million, compared to a purse of HK$30,000 when Hong Kong racing turned professional in 1971/72. The distance of the Hong Kong Derby changed from 1800m to 2000m in 2000.
Privately Purchased (PP) horse imports have asserted a strong dominance in the Hong Kong Derby in recent years as the increased prize money has seen high quality runners sourced overseas and relocated to Hong Kong, with a view to winning the coveted prize.  Eleven of the past 15 Derby winners were PPs, while 23 others finished second or third in the same period.  Among these 11 winners, four were bred in Ireland, while three originated from the Great Britain and three from New Zealand.  The other was an Australian-bred.  
The majority of Derby-winning PPs were relatively lightly raced in Hong Kong when they clinched the title.  Five PP Derby winners, most recently Akeed Mofeed in 2013, won the Derby only in their 3rd or 4th starts in Hong Kong, with another five winning the Derby between their 5th to 7th starts locally.  Super Satin was the only Derby winner to have had 10 starts or more in Hong Kong, as he won the 2010 renewal on his 12th start since being imported from New Zealand.
The four remaining Derby winners in the past 15 years were all Privately Purchased Griffins.  Three of them were New Zealand-bred and the most recent was Fay Fay in 2012.
The Four-Year-Old Series has become increasingly competitive in recent seasons. The general quality of Hong Kong’s top 4yos is higher and there is greater depth to that quality. It has therefore become more difficult for any four-year-old to achieve the Classic Mile-Derby double in recent years.  Following the promotion of the Hong Kong Classic Mile to HKG1 status in the 1999/2000 season, Olympic Express in 2002 is the only horse to have achieved that feat.  In 2006 the Hong Kong Classic Cup, formerly the Derby Trial, was introduced to form a three-pronged series and no horse has yet successfully made a clean sweep of all three races.  The Tony Cruz-trained Floral Pegasus came closest in 2007 when he won the Classic Mile and Classic Cup with ease, but succumbed by only a nose to Vital King in the Derby.  Designs On Rome in 2014 won two of the three legs in the series, the Classic Cup and Derby, but was defeated into second by his stablemate Able Friend in the first leg, the Hong Kong Classic Mile.
The Classic Mile and Classic Cup are good pointers to the Derby.  Since 2000 seven Derby winners previously finished first or second in either the Classic Mile or the Classic Cup. Helene Mascot (2008) and Designs On Rome (2014) finished in the first two in both races prior to their Derby wins.
Despite the relevance of the Classic Mile and Classic Cup, candidates who proceed to the Derby via handicap races should not be overlooked. Four of the past 15 Derby winners – namely Keen Winner (2000), Viva Pataca (2006), Collection (2009) and Akeed Mofeed (2013) – went to the Derby via handicap races.
Geldings dominate the list of winners, while colts have won four times since 1990, the most recent being Akeed Mofeed (2013).  The other colts to have won in that timeframe are Helene Mascot (2008), Lucky Owners (2004) and Johan Cruyff (1998). Elegant Fashion is the only filly in the past 30 years, and the fourth filly in history, to have won the Hong Kong Derby.  The Australian import won the race in 2003, 27 years after the previous filly to win, Corvette, had beaten the boys in 1976.

List of import types and country of origins of last 15 HK Derby winners

	Year
	Derby winner
	Import type
	Country of origin



	2014
	Designs On Rome
	PP
	Ireland

	2013
	Akeed Mofeed
	PP
	Great Britain

	2012
	Fay Fay
	PPG
	New Zealand

	2011
	Ambitious Dragon
	PPG
	New Zealand

	2010
	Super Satin
	PP
	New Zealand

	2009
	Collection 
	PP
	Ireland

	2008
	Helene Mascot
	PP
	Ireland

	2007
	Vital King
	PP
	New Zealand

	2006
	Viva Pataca
	PP
	Great Britain

	2005
	Vengeance Of Rain
	PP
	New Zealand

	2004
	Lucky Owners
	PPG
	New Zealand

	2003
	Elegant Fashion
	PP
	Australia

	2002
	Olympic Express
	PP
	Great Britain

	2001
	Industrial Pioneer
	PP
	Ireland

	2000
	Keen Winner
	PPG
	Great Britain


Number of Hong Kong starts for PPs en route to winning the Hong Kong Derby (since 2000)
	Year
	Derby winner
	No. of HK starts prior to contesting the Derby

	2014
	Designs On Rome
	6

	2013
	Akeed Mofeed
	3

	2010
	Super Satin
	11

	2009 
	Collection 
	2

	2008
	Helene Mascot 
	2

	2007 
	Vital King
	6

	2006
	Viva Pataca 
	3

	2005
	Vengeance Of Rain
	6

	2003
	Elegant Fashion
	3

	2002
	Olympic Express
	4

	2001
	Industrial Pioneer
	5


List of HK Classic Mile and Classic Cup winners and runners-up that subsequently won the Derby
	Year
	Derby winner
	HK Classic Mile
	HK Classic Cup



	2014
	Designs On Rome
	2nd
	Won

	2012
	Fay Fay
	2nd
	4th

	2011
	Ambitious Dragon
	Did not run
	Won

	2010
	Super Satin
	Did not run
	2nd

	2008
	Helene Mascot
	Won
	2nd

	2004
	Lucky Owners
	2nd
	No race

	2002
	Olympic Express
	Won
	No race


Draw
The draw does not appear to have had a strong bearing over the past 30 years, although those drawn low do come out on top more than those drawn high. Horses from Gate 2 have won the race five times in that time frame; the next most prolific draw is Gate 3 with four winners. High draws are no bar to success though as Gate 13 has produced three Derby winners in that time and Gate 14 two winners.  Since the Derby distance changed to 2000m from 1800m in 2000, eight of the winners have started from Gate 9 or higher.  However, there has been no winner from Gate 5 over the past 30 years.

Winning Odds

Shortest-priced winner – Collection 2009 (1.4)

Longest-priced winner – Holy Grail 1999 (184)

Race favourites have achieved decent results in the Derby in the past 30 years (since 1985). Outright favourites have won 14 editions and have placed eight times, mustering a top-three rate of 73 per cent.  Interestingly 10 of these 14 Derby winners started from barrier 9 or higher.  In the past decade, seven favourites have won the Derby, with the three others finishing second, third and fourth in their respective renewals.   
Most of the Derby winners in the past three decades were popular choices among racing fans, as 25 of them started at odds of 10-1 or shorter.  The biggest shock in recent Derby history came in 1999, as long-shots Holy Grail (a 183-1 chance) and Commander Charlie (98-1 chance) completed a one-two finish when the race was last run as a 1800m event.
Hong Kong Derby - Winning Trainers, Jockeys and Owners (since 1985)
Former champion trainer Brian Kan is the most successful trainer in the Hong Kong Derby in the past 30 years as he won this race five times.  Tony Cruz shares Brian Kan’s Derby tally of five wins in the same period but his first three wins came as a jockey and the latter two in his current career as a trainer, most recently with Helene Mascot in 2008.  John Moore, with four Derby wins, is the most successful active trainer. Douglas Whyte and Gerald Mosse are the active jockeys with the most Derby wins as both have won it three times.  As for the owners, Larry Yung Chi Kin is the only local owner to have had multiple Derby success in the past 30 years, as his horses Oriental Express and Olympic Express won the race in 1997 and 2002, respectively.
Hong Kong Derby – Winning Trainers (Since 1985)
5 wins

Brian Kan – Superior Gold (1985), Yuno When (1986), William’s Coach (1989), Sound Print (1992), Industrial Pioneer (2001)

4 wins

John Moore – Makarpura Star (1995), Viva Pataca (2006), Collection (2009), Designs On Rome (2014)

3 wins

Ivan Allan – Oriental Express (1997), Holy Grail (1999), Olympic Express (2002)
2 wins
Patrick Biancone – Helene Star (1993), Johan Cruyff (1998)

Tony Cruz – Lucky Owners (2004), Helene Mascot (2008)
Tony Millard – Keen Winner (2000), Ambitious Dragon (2011)

1 win 

Chu Po Ming – Clear City (1988)

David Ferraris – Vengeance Of Rain (2005)
Caspar Fownes – Super Satin (2010)

Laurie Fownes – Super Fit (1994)

Richard Gibson – Akeed Mofeed (2013)

David Hayes – Elegant Fashion (2003)

David Hill – River Verdon (1991)

Jerry Ng – Tea For Two II (1987)

Peter Ng – Reliable Source (1990)

Paul O’Sullivan – Vital King (2007)

David Oughton – Che Sara Sara (1996)

John Size – Fay Fay (2012)

Hong Kong Derby – Winning Jockeys (Since 1985)

3 wins

Tony Cruz – Tea For Two II (1987), Clear City (1988), Makarpura Star (1995)

Gerald Mosse – Super Fit (1994), Industrial Pioneer (2001), Elegant Fashion (2003)

Douglas Whyte – Super Satin (2010), Fay Fay (2012), Akeed Mofeed (2013)

2 wins

Felix Coetzee – Lucky Owners (2004), Helene Mascot (2008)

Michael Kinane – Sound Print (1992), Che Sara Sara (1996)

Eric Legrix – Helene Star (1993), Johan Cruyff (1998)

1 win 

Darren Beadman – Collection (2009)

Tommy Berry – Designs On Rome (2014)

Paul Cheng – Yuno When (1986)

Anthony Delpech – Vengeance Of Rain (2005)

Robbie Fradd – Keen Winner (2000)

Maxime Guyon – Ambitious Dragon (2011)

David Harrison – Holy Grail (1999)

Bart Leisher – William’s Coach (1989)

Basil Marcus – Oriental Express (1997)

John Matthias – River Verdon (1991)

Weichong Marwing – Olympic Express (2002)

Maurice Philipperon – Reliable Source (1990)

Brett Prebble – Vital King (2007)

Brian Rouse – Superior Gold (1985)

Christophe Soumillon – Viva Pataca (2006)

Hong Kong Derby – Winning Owners (Since 1985) 

2 wins

Larry Yung Chi Kin – Oriental Express (1997), Olympic Express (2002)

1 win

07/08 John Moore Trainer Syndicate – Collection (2009)

Cheng Keung Fai – Designs On Rome (2014)

Sir Oswald Cheung & The Hon Ronald Arculli – River Verdon (1991)

Chong Man Lung – Vital King (2007)

Chow Nam and Raymond Gianco Chow Hon Man – Vengeance Of Rain (2005)

D C da Silva – Yuno When (1986)

Stanley Ho Hung Sun – Viva Pataca (2006)

Stanley Ho Sau Nan – Super Fit (1994)

Albert Hu Si Nok, Ngan Keng Hing, Tang Ying Hon & Kenneth Kong Siu Chee – Industrial Pioneer (2001)

Paul Kan Man Lok – Che Sara Sara (1996)

Mr & Mrs Michael C Kwee – Holy Grail (1999)

Johnson Lam Pui Hung & Anderson Lam Hin Yue – Ambitious Dragon (2011)

Lee Shing Fat – Tea For Two II (1987)

Leung Chiu-Lun & Ng Tze-Choy – Clear City (1988)

Mr & Mrs Leung Kai Fai – Lucky Owners (2004)

Thomas Liang Ting Sen – Johan Cruyff (1998)

Joseph Lo Sze Kuen – Superior Gold (1985)

Charles Lui Chi Keung – Reliable Source (1990)

Victor Lui Ting, Lau Chi Wah & Jimmy Lee Yee Liong – Keen Winner (2000)

Ma Hay Yan – William’s Coach (1989)

Ranjan Tikam Mahtani – Super Satin (2010)
Pan Sutong – Akeed Mofeed (2013)

Edmund Tam Wing Fan – Sound Print (1992)

Dr & Mrs Gene Tsoi Wai Wang – Elegant Fashion (2003)

Mr & Mrs Alexander Wong – Fay Fay (2012)

Frank Wong Wing Pak – Makarpura Star (1995)

Wilson Woo Ka Wah, Dawson Woo Ka Chung, Jackson Woo Ka Biu & Carmen Woo Ka Man – Helene Mascot (2008)

Mr & Mrs Woo Po Shing & Cheung Wai Hing – Helene Star (1993)
