Queen’s Silver Jubilee Cup 
G1 1400m turf

HK$10 million 

15/3/2015

The Queen’s Silver Jubilee Cup was first run at Happy Valley in 1977 as the Queen’s Silver Jubilee Challenge Cup, to mark that year’s silver jubilee of Queen Elizabeth II.  It became an Open event over 1600m in 1998, before becoming the final leg of the Hong Kong Speed Series and being elevated to the HKG1 status in 2006. This year it has been promoted to international G1 level, open to overseas runners and with increased prize money of HK$10 million.

Previously a mile event, the distance of the Queen’s Silver Jubilee Cup changed to its current distance of 1400m in 2005, and Hong Kong’s legendary sprinter Silent Witness achieved his record-breaking 17th consecutive victory in that edition.  The race is the only G1 or HKG1 contest over 1400m currently staged in Hong Kong.  
Being a premier race at the intermediate distance, it has attracted the participation of many elite local sprinters and milers in recent years.  The first two legs of the Hong Kong Speed Series – the Centenary Sprint Cup  (1000m) and the Chairman’s Sprint Prize (1200m), as well as the first leg of the Triple Crown – the Stewards’ Cup (1600m), are the most common routes taken by horses aiming for this race.
Contenders taking the Stewards’ Cup route have enjoyed an edge.  Since the Queen’s Silver Jubilee Cup became a HKG1 in 2006, six of the past nine race winners previously contested the Stewards’ Cup the same season.  Five Stewards’ Cup winners went on to compete in the Queen’s Silver Jubilee Cup and all finished in the top three, with Good Ba Ba in 2008 and Beauty Flash in 2011 successful in both races.  But those who finished unplaced in the Stewards’ Cup have also succeeded in the Queen’s Silver Jubilee Cup.  Among a total of 26 such runners in the same period, four of them claimed a win in the Queen’s Silver Jubilee Cup, including the last two victors – Ambitious Dragon and Gold-Fun.
A total of 38 runners competed in the Centenary Sprint Cup and/or the Chairman’s Sprint Prize in the same season before going on to contest the Queen’s Silver Jubilee Cup.   Two managed to win the 1400m event, Happy Zero in 2010 and Lucky Nine in 2012.  Both placed in the Chairman’s Sprint Prize the same season before winning the Queen’s Silver Jubilee Cup.  Past statistics do not bode well for Centenary Sprint Cup or Chairman’s Sprint Prize winners, as Sacred Kingdom in 2008 was the best from a total of five to go on and attempt to win the 1400m test, finishing second in the Queen’s Silver Jubilee Cup that year.  Unplaced runners from the first two legs do not fare well either, as only one of 18 such runners has finished in the first three in the final leg.
As for alternative routes, in recent seasons five four-year-olds have contested the Queen’s Silver Jubilee Cup after running in the Hong Kong Classic Mile (1600m).  No such runner has finished better than third, with 2011 Hong Kong Classic Mile winner Lucky Nine and Down Town back in 2007 making the frame.  
It is not unprecedented for horses that did not feature in the Speed Series or Stewards’ Cup to run well in the Queen’s Silver Jubilee Cup. Three such runners, from a total of 17, have finished in the first three in the Queen’s Silver Jubilee Cup, including the 2006 winner Joyful Winner. His previous major achievement was a win in the now defunct Premier Class.

Runners with previous winning form in 1400m pattern races also tend to fare better in the Queen’s Silver Jubilee Cup.  From 23 such runners since 2006, five of them won the race and seven others ran second or third, representing a top-three rate of 52 per cent.  Beauty Flash in 2011 is the only horse who previously had failed to break into top 3 in a 1400m group race, before winning this event that year.
Three past winners had no experience over 1400m at pattern level before winning this event, with the latest being Happy Zero in 2010.  But they all came through to the race in terrific form, as Happy Zero ran second to Good Ba Ba in the Hong Kong Mile earlier that same season.  Meanwhile, Good Ba Ba notched the Hong Kong Mile and Stewards’ Cup double en route to winning the 2008 renewal, while Joyful Winner in 2006 had won five of his seven previous starts that term ahead of the Queen’s Silver Jubilee Cup.

Overall results of Stewards’ Cup runners subsequently in Queen’s Silver Jubilee Cup (since 2006)

	Runners’ results in Stewards’ Cup
	Queen’s Silver Jubilee Cup results 
(1st - 2nd -3rd- unplaced)

	Winners’ names

	Win

	2-2-1-0
	Good Ba Ba (2008) 

Beauty Flash (2011)

	Place

	0-2-1-1
	N/A

	Unplaced

	4-1-1-20
	Joyful Winner (2007) Egyptian Ra (2009) 

Ambitious Dragon (2013)

Gold-Fun (2014)


Overall results of Centenary Sprint Cup and Chairman’s Sprint Prize runners subsequently in Queen’s Silver Jubilee Cup (since 2006)

	Runners’ best results in either  Centenary Sprint Cup or Chairman’s Sprint Prize 
	Queen’s Silver Jubilee Cup results 
(1st - 2nd -3rd- unplaced)

	Winners’ names

	Win

	0-1-0-4
	N/A

	Place

	2-2-2-9
	Happy Zero (2010) 

Lucky Nine (2012)

	Unplaced

	0-1-0-17
	N/A


Performances of runners with or without previous experiences in 1400m pattern races in Queen’s Silver Jubilee Cup (since 2006)

	Runners’ experience in 1400m pattern race 
	Queen’s Silver Jubilee Cup results 
(1st - 2nd -3rd- unplaced)

	Winners’ names

	Win

	5-3-4-11
	Joyful Winner (2007) Egyptian Ra (2009)

Lucky Nine (2012)

Ambitious Dragon (2013)

Gold-Fun (2014)

	Place

	0-1-4-17
	N/A

	Unplaced

	1-2-1-21
	Beauty Flash (2011)

	No experience / Untested


	3-3-0-16
	Joyful Winner (2006)

Good Ba Ba (2008)

Happy Zero (2010)


Draws
Gate 1 has produced three winners since the race became an Open event in 1998, with Lucky Nine in 2012 being the most recent victor coming from the rail draw.  For the other barriers it is rather even and open as in the same period almost all of them produced winners at least once, with the exceptions being Gates 12 and 14.  

Winning Odds

Shortest-priced winner:  Silent Witness – 1.05 (2005)
Longest-priced winner: Man Of Honour – 31 (2000)

Outright race favourites have performed admirably in the Queen’s Silver Jubilee Cup in recent years, as they have finished in the top three in each of the past 11 renewals, with a total of seven wins, two seconds and two thirds.  Legendary sprinter Silent Witness is the shortest priced winner in this race since 1998 as he started as a 1-20 favourite, the lowest possible odds offered, when he notched his famous record-breaking 17th consecutive win in the 2005 renewal.   Man Of Honour was the longest-priced winner in the same period when he cruised to the first of his two wins in this race, at the odds of 30-1, in 2000. 

Age of Winners

Five-year-olds are the dominating force in the Queen’s Silver Jubilee Cup, as they have won eight of the 17 renewals of the race since 1998, including four times in the past five years.  They are followed by six-year-olds who have succeeded four times.  Three-year-olds and four-year-olds have also won this race in the same period, the most recent being the four-year-old Goggles back in 2002.  Veterans aged seven and eight have won the race once apiece, thanks to Egyptian Ra as a seven-year-old in 2009 and Electronic Unicorn as an eight-year-old in 2004.

3yo – 1

4yo – 2

5yo – 8

6yo – 4

7yo – 1

8yo – 1

Queen’s Silver Jubilee Cup – Winning Trainers, Jockeys and Owners

John Moore and Ivan Allan are the most successful horsemen in the Queen’s Silver Jubilee Cup, as they have each won the race four times, with three of Moore’s victories coming after the race was promoted to HKG1.  Four jockeys share the top spot as the winningest rider in this race, including last year’s winning jockey Douglas Whyte, alongside Gerald Mosse, who are both still active in local jockeys’ ranks.  Joyful Winner’s owner Kong Kin-kuen, as well as owners Jerry Sung and Dora Sung of Man Of Honour, are the most successful owners as their runners secured back-to-back successes in this race respectively.
Queen’s Silver Jubilee Cup – Winning Trainers (since 1998)
4 wins

John Moore – Goggles (2002), Joyful Winner (2006 & 2007), Happy Zero (2010)

Ivan Allan – Billion Win (1998), Man Of Honour (2000 & 2001), Ho Choi (2003)

3 wins

Tony Cruz – Silent Witness (2005), Egyptian Ra (2009), Beauty Flash (2011)

1 win

Caspar Fownes – Lucky Nine (2012)

Richard Gibson – Gold-Fun (2014)

David Hayes – Hunting Lad (1999)

Tony Millard – Ambitious Dragon (2013)

Andreas Schutz – Good Ba Ba (2008)

John Size – Electronic Unicorn (2004)

Queen’s Silver Jubilee Cup - Winning Jockeys (since 1998)
2 wins

Felix Coetzee – Silent Witness (2005), Egyptian Ra (2009)

Gerald Mosse – Joyful Winner (2007), Beauty Flash (2011)

Robbie Fradd – Hunting Lad (1999), Electronic Unicorn (2004)

Douglas Whyte – Billion Win (1998), Gold-Fun (2014)

1 win

Darren Beadman – Happy Zero (2010)

Howard Cheng – Man Of Honour (2001)

Olivier Doleuze – Good Ba Ba (2008)

Eric Legrix – Man Of Honour (2000)

Anthony Marcus – Goggles (2002)

Weichong Marwing – Ho Choi (2003)

Brett Prebble – Lucky Nine (2012)

Zac Purton – Ambitious Dragon (2013)

Christophe Soumillon – Joyful Winner (2006)


Queen’s Silver Jubilee Cup – Winning Owners (since 1998)
2 wins

Kong Kin Kuen – Joyful Winner (2006 & 2007)
Jerry Sung & Dora Sung – Man Of Honour (2000 & 2001)
1 win 
David Philip Boehm – Happy Zero (2010)
Dr Chang Fuk To & Maria Chang Lee Ming Shum – Lucky Nine (2012)

Cheng Keung Fai – Egyptian Ra (2009)

Arthur Antonio da Silva & Betty da Silva – Silent Witness (2005)

Friendship Syndicate – Hunting Lad (1999)
Kwok Siu Ming – Beauty Flash (2011)

Johnson Lam Pui Hung & Anderson Lam Hin Yue – Ambitious Dragon (2013)
Lo Ying Bin – Electronic Unicorn (2004)

Ma Ching Fat – Ho Choi (2003)

Pan Sutong – Gold-Fun (2014)

Matthew Wong Leung Pak – Goggles (2002)

John Yuen Se Kit – Good Ba Ba (2008)
