LONGINES Hong Kong Sprint (Group 1) – 1200m – Turf – Right-handed Course

LONGINES Hong Kong Sprint (17th running)
History
The LONGINES Hong Kong Sprint has been won by some of the world’s outstanding speedsters and chief among them is the great Hong Kong champion Silent Witness who scored in 2003 and 2004. The race was first contested as a 1000 metre Listed race in 1999 and gained Group 3 status for the 2000 running. One year later it had achieved Group 2 status and in 2002, after only three editions, the Hong Kong Sprint became an international Group 1 event.

A significant change to the race’s make-up occurred in 2006 when it switched from the straight 1000m track at Sha Tin and became a 1200m contest around a right-hand turn. In the same year, the race became the final leg of the Global Sprint Challenge.

Hong Kong horses have won 11 of the 16 Hong Kong Sprints, with two of the most notable exceptions being J J The Jet Plane for South Africa in 2010 and Lord Kanaloa for Japan in 2012 and 2013.

The LONGINES Hong Kong Sprint received a boost of HK$3.5 million ahead of the 2014 renewal, which took the prize purse to HK$18.5 million, making it the richest weight-for-age sprint in the world.
Statistics

Leading Jockey
B Prebble 

3 Wins – Absolute Champion (2006), Sacred Kingdom (2009) & Lucky Nine (2011)
Leading Trainer
P F Yiu
 
3 Wins – Fairy King Prawn (1999) & Sacred Kingdom (2007 & 2009)
Leading Representing Countries
1. Hong Kong (11 Wins)
2. Australia & Japan (2 Wins)
Record of Males

	Age
	Winners
	2nd
	3rd
	Unplaced
	Total Starters

	6yo+
	3
	7
	5
	63
	78

	5yo
	7
	5
	5
	38
	55

	4yo
	6
	3
	3
	40
	52

	3yo
	–
	1
	1
	8
	10


Record of Females

2 Placing from 19 Starts
Fastest Time (1200M)
1.07.80
Standard Time


1.08.75
Track Record Time

1.07.50
Jockey Club Sprint (G2) as lead up to Hong Kong Sprint
	Year
	Jockey Club Sprint Winner
	Hong Kong Sprint Placing (Odds)

	2009*
	Happy Zero
	Hong Kong Mile 2nd (1.9F)

	2010
	One World
	13th (36)

	
	Rocket Man
	2nd (4.6)

	2011
	Little Bridge
	4th (2.9F)

	2012
	Lucky Nine
	5th (3.5F)

	2013
	Charles The Great
	11th (10)

	2014
	Peniaphobia
	2nd (2.8F)

	2015
	Gold-Fun
	?


* Known as International Sprint Trial.
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