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	Barande-Barbe, Corine
	Vase – Cirrus Des Aigles

	
	Age: 57. Corine Barande-Barbe took out her licence in 1991 and is based at Chantilly. Until recent seasons the best horse she had trained remained Carling, winner of the G1 French Oaks and G1 Prix Vermeille in 1995, but others of note have been Red Roses Story, Perfect Vintage and Jeopardy. Cirrus Des Aigles has been her ambassador in recent years and was rated the world’s best horse still in training at the end of 2012 after pushing the then recently-retired Frankel in the latter’s final race, the G1 Champion Stakes at Ascot. Cirrus Des Aigles had won that contest in 2011 and in early 2012 he added the G1 Dubai Sheema Classic and G1 Prix Ganay, a race he also won in 2014 and 2015. She saddled her stable star to finish 5th in the 2009 Hong Kong Vase, and 7th (2010) then 5th (2011), 3rd (2013) and 4th (2014) in the Hong Kong Cup. The gelding was a withdrawal on the eve of the 2012 Hong Kong Cup due to injury and Barande-Barbe patiently guided him back to form for a second successive win in the G2 Prix Dollar and runner-up finish in the G1 Champion Stakes in 2013. In 2014 he also won the G1 Prix d’Ispahan and G1 Coronation Cup.
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	Chang, Michael
	Sprint – Rich Tapestry

	
	Age: 54. Michael Chang served three years as an apprentice jockey with trainer David Wilson in the UK before returning to Hong Kong in the late 1980s to commence his career with the Club. He worked his way through the ranks before becoming Assistant Trainer to Gary Ng. He then served Alex Wong, David Hayes and Sean Woods in the same capacity before taking out a full licence in the 2005/06 season. He notched a career best 40 wins in the 2012/13 season and that campaign also brought his first Group race win thanks to Vital Flyer in the HKG3 Sha Tin Sprint Trophy. In October, 2014 he saddled his G1 Dubai Golden Shaheen runner-up Rich Tapestry to win the G1 Santa Anita Sprint Championship and so make history as the first Hong Kong horse to win a race in the USA. He had succeeded with the same horse in the G3 Mahab Al Shimaal in Dubai earlier that year. Hong Kong Career Wins (as of 29 November): 214 (6 this season).
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	Cruz, Tony
	Cup – Beauty Only, Blazing Speed; Mile – Beauty Flame, Romantic Touch; 

Sprint – Peniaphobia; Vase – Helene Super Star

	
	Age: 58. Tony Cruz is a son of Johnny Cruz, a renowned rider from Hong Kong’s amateur era. His brother, Derek Cruz, is also a trainer. He was among the first intake of apprentices to the HKJC Apprentice Jockeys’ School when that facility opened in 1972. Cruz started his riding career in the 1973/74 season. He went on to be Hong Kong's champion jockey six times (1978/79, 1980/81, 1982/83, 1983/84, 1985/86, 1994/95); and rode 946 winners. Cruz also made his name at G1 level in Europe and notably partnered the great race mare Triptych. He was granted a Hong Kong trainer’s licence in 1996 and first landed the trainers' title in 1999/2000. He regained the crown in 2005, setting a then record for a season's winners (91) and earnings (HK$113m) in the process. He most famously trained the great Hong Kong champion Silent Witness to win 17 consecutive races before tasting defeat. His HKIR wins are: Hong Kong Mile (2003 Lucky Owners, 2010 Beauty Flash), Hong Kong Cup (2011 & 2012 California Memory), Hong Kong Sprint (2003 & 2004 Silent Witness). Other notable victories include: Champions Mile (2005 & 2006 Bullish Luck), AP QEII Cup (2015 Blazing Speed), Hong Kong Derby (2004 Lucky Owners, 2008 Helene Mascot), Sprinters Stakes (2005 Silent Witness) and Yasuda Kinen (2006 Bullish Luck). Hong Kong Career Wins (as of 29 November): 1,036 (16 this term).
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	Delzangles, Mikel
	Vase – Ming Dynasty

	
	Age: 43. Mikel Delzangles was born in Biarritz in France’s Basque region. His godmother is the famed French racehorse owner, particularly of jumping horses, the Marquesa de Moratella. After working for UK-based trainer Jimmy Fitzgerald he joined Alain de Royer Dupre as an assistant for 10 years. He first took out a licence in his own right in 2001. His G1 victories since then include the Prix Ganay (2006 Corre Caminos), the Prix de l’Opera (2009 Shalanaya), the 2,000 Guineas at Newmarket (2010) and the Prix Jacques le Marois (2010) both with Makfi. In November 2011, Dunaden, one of the horses he had ‘inherited’ from his friend Richard Gibson when Gibson moved to Hong Kong, won the 151st Melbourne Cup. A month later, Dunaden went on to become the first Melbourne Cup winner to add an HKIR when winning the Hong Kong Vase and also scored in the 2012 G1 Caulfield Cup. 2012 also brought top-flight wins in the Prix de l’Opera (Ridasiyna), Prix du Cadran (Molly Malone) and the Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Fillies’ Turf (Flotilla). Flotilla gave him another classic success when winning the G1 Poule d’Essai des Pouliches  (2013).
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	Enebish, Ganbat
	Sprint – Mongolian Saturday

	
	Age: 58. Mongolian native Ganbat Enebish sprang onto the world scene when his first Breeders’ cup runner, Mongolian Saturday, proved to be a winner. The five-year-old won the G1 Breeders’ Cup Turf Sprint this year to give Enebish his first ever top-flight victory. Enebish’s lifelong involvement with horses led to him commencing a career as a trainer in Mongolia back in 1995, but with a focus on conditioning Mongolian ponies for endurance distances on that country’s local circuit. He moved to Lexington to try his hand at training thoroughbreds and in 2011 he took out a trainer’s licence. He is backed by Mongolian businessman Ganbaatar Dagvadorj who owns the 12 horses in Enebish’s barn.
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	Fabre, André
	Mile – Esoterique; Vase – Flintshire

	
	Age: 70. Andre Fabre is one of the greatest trainers in racing history, and not just in his native France. The law graduate son of a diplomat, this unusual racing character, one of whose greatest pleasures in life are the works of Marcel Proust, became one of France’s leading jump jockeys, riding more than 250 winners including France’s premier steeplechase, the Grand Steeplechase de Paris. As a trainer he won the national trainers’ title 21 years in succession. Having relinquished his crown in 2008 and 2009, he has won the title five years straight since regaining it in 2010 for a total of 26 championships, and heads the race this year (as of 26 Nov). He has trained the winners of all his country’s greatest races including the Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe seven times and has prepared many European and World Champions, including Trempolino, In The Wings, Zafonic, Peintre Celebre, Hurricane Run and Manduro. In 2011, after many attempts, he finally completed a lifelong ambition when Pour Moi triumphed in the G1 Derby at Epsom. His previous LONGINES HKIR success came with Borgia in the 1999 Vase. So far this year he has notched eight G1 victories, including his fourth Prix du Jockey Club, with New Bay.
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	Fownes, Caspar
	Cup – Military Attack; Sprint – Lucky Nine

	
	Age: 48. Caspar Fownes assisted his late father Lawrie for several seasons before taking over the mantle in 2003/04. He eclipsed his father's best season stats in his rookie year with 44 wins. He has been Hong Kong’s Champion Trainer three times (2006/07, 2008/09, 2013/14). His third championship came in 2013/14 when his strong late charge brought three wins on the closing day to tie with John Size on 62 wins, and with one more second place than his rival he sealed the title on count-back. Fownes is particularly known for his success at Happy Valley where he has notched 346 career wins, a tally second only to Hong Kong’s longest-serving trainer John Moore. His HKIR wins are: Hong Kong Mile (2006 The Duke), Hong Kong Sprint (2011 Lucky Nine). Other notable wins include: KrisFlyer International Sprint (2010 Green Birdie, 2013 & 2014 Lucky Nine), Hong Kong Derby (2010 Super Satin), Chairman’s Sprint Prize (2013 & 2014 Lucky Nine), Hong Kong Classic Mile (2011 Lucky Nine), Queen’s Silver Jubilee Cup (2012 Lucky Nine). Hong Kong Career Wins (as of 29 November): 672 (15 this season).  
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	Fujiwara, Hideaki
	Cup – Staphanos; Mile – Fiero; Sprint – Straight Girl

	
	Age: 50. Hideaki Fujiwara was an active member of the equestrian club of his university.  He joined the JRA as a work rider in 1989, before obtaining his trainer license in 2000. He is a three-time JRA Award winner due to achieving the highest winning percentage to runners in 2007, 2008 and 2013.  He has saddled no fewer than 522 JRA winners (as of 24 November) so far in his career, including 43 wins this season to sit 3rd in the JRA premiership. He has had no less than 11 G1/JPN G1 successes to date.  His stable’s top performers have been Eishin Flash (2010 Japanese Derby & 2012 Tenno Sho Autumn), Tosen Ra (2013 Mile Championship), Asian Winds (2008 Victoria Mile) and Success Brocken (2009 February Stakes).  Straight Girl has brought him two further G1 successes this year in the Victoria Mile and Sprinters Stakes.
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	Gibson, Richard
	Mile – Giant Treasure; Sprint – Dundonnell, Gold-Fun

	
	Age: 46. Englishman Richard Gibson established himself as a Group 1 trainer in France before he arrived in Hong Kong for the 2011/12 season. He gained a solid grounding in the art of training racehorses with Frenchmen Pascal Bary and Henri-Alex Pantall, as well as Americans Bill Mott and Gary Jones. He took out his first licence at Chantilly in 1996 and struck gold as early as 1999 when Lady of Chad won the G1 Prix Marcel Boussac en route to becoming European Champion Juvenile Filly. He has trained the winners of seven G1s altogether, the highlights being Akeed Mofeed’s and Doctor Dino’s exploits in Hong Kong and the USA. His HKIR wins are: Hong Kong Vase (Doctor Dino 2007 & 2008), Hong Kong Cup (2013 Akeed Mofeed). Other notable wins include: Hong Kong Derby (2013 Akeed Mofeed), Hong Kong Classic Mile (2013 Gold-Fun), Queen’s Silver Jubilee Cup (2014 Gold-Fun), Chairman’s Sprint Prize (2015 Gold-Fun), Prix Marcel Boussac (1999 Lady Of Chad), Prix Saint-Alary (2002 Marotta), Premio Lydia Tesio (2004 Lune D’Or), Man O’ War Stakes (2007 Doctor Dino). Hong Kong Career Wins (as of 29 November): 135 (6 wins this season).
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	Hannon, Richard
	Mile – Toormore

	
	Age: 40. Richard Hannon assisted his legendary father, Richard Hannon snr., for 12 years before taking over the licence at Herridge and Everleigh Stables at the close of the 2013 season. His grandfather, Harry Hannon, was also a trainer, while trainers Sylvester Kirk and former jockey Richard Hughes are brothers-in-law. Hannon enjoyed a phenomenal first season at the helm, ending 2014 as UK champion trainer with almost £4.7 million in earnings, a first Classic success with Night Of Thunder in the 2,000 Guineas, and a further two G1 wins thanks to Olympic Glory (Lockinge Stakes) and Toronado (Queen Anne Stakes). Two more G1 wins have followed this season with Night Of Thunder in the Lockinge Stakes and Pether’s Moon in the Coronation Cup. He already has a career total 411 wins (as of 26 November).
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	Hayes, David
	Cup – Criterion

	
	Age: 53. Hayes is the son of Australian training legend Colin Hayes. He took out his own licence in 1990 and won every training title in Melbourne and Adelaide before moving to Hong Kong in 1995 where he stayed nine seasons, winning 458 races, principally the Hong Kong Derby with Elegant Fashion and the 2002 Hong Kong Sprint with All Thrills Too. Returned home in 2005 and became the youngest trainer inductee to Australian racing’s Hall of Fame. Hayes has won the Melbourne Cup (1994 Jeune), as well as the Cox Plate twice (1990 Better Loosen Up; 2006 Fields Of Omagh) and two Caulfield Cups (Fraar 1993; Tawqeet 2006). He also saddled Better Loosen Up to win the 1990 Japan Cup, while Miss Finland’s clutch of G1 wins included the Golden Slipper.  Since the start of the 2014/15 season he has partnered with his nephew, Tom Dabernig, and the pair have won four G1s, including the Caulfield Stakes and Queen Elizabeth Stakes with Criterion. Dabernig learnt the ropes, initially, under his grandfather, Colin Hayes. After a spell training under his own licence, he became assistant trainer to David Hayes in 2009.
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	Head, Freddy
	Cup – Free Port Lux

	
	Age: 68. one of the greatest jockeys in French racing history, Freddy Head was champion jockey six times and won the Prix de l'Arc de Triomphe on four occasions. He retired in 1997 and was perhaps best known for his association with the brilliant mare Miesque, twice heroine of the Breeders' Cup Mile. His father Alec was a successful trainer, as is his sister, Criquette. He had an amazing 2008, winning nine G1 races, including three apiece for his champion sprinter Marchand D'Or, and Breeders' Cup Mile heroine, Goldikova. It is the now-retired Goldikova who has won him most fame in recent years as the winner of a record 14 G1s in Europe and America, and the first and only horse to have won three Breeders' Cup races in succession. He then found another brilliant mare, Moonlight Cloud, who won six G1s. In 2014 he saddled the crack miler Charm Spirit to two major G1 wins and this year Solow has taken up the baton, winning five G1s without interruption to be crowned Europe’s Champion Miler.
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	Hori, Noriyuki
	Mile – Maurice

	
	Age: 48. Hori obtained his JRA trainer license in 2002. He was the JRA trainer with the best winning percentage record in 2011 and he is seeking his first JRA champion trainer title this year as he is currently leading the premiership with 46 wins. He has a career total 394 JRA wins so far (as of 24 Nov). Hori has no less than nine G1 wins including Kinshasa No Kiseki’s 2010 & 11 Takamatsunomiya Kinen triumphs, Jaguar Mail’s 2010 Tenno Sho Spring victory and Real Impact’s 2011 Yasuda Kinen win.  He has enjoyed his most successful year in training in 2015, with Duramente bringing him his first classic win in the G1 Japanese 2,000 Guineas and then following up in the G1 Japanese Derby, while his mile champion Maurice has excelled in the G1 Yasuda Kinen and G1 Mile Championship.
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	Ikee, Yasutoshi
	Cup – Satono Aladdin

	
	Age: 46. Yasutoshi Ikee is the son of Yasuo Ikee, the former JRA trainer who prepped two-time Japanese Horse of the Year Deep Impact and 2001 Hong Kong Vase winner Stay Gold. Yasutoshi briefly worked in his father’s stable before going to the UK to work for Michael Stoute in 1995. A year later he went to California to work for leading US trainer Neil Drysdale and he stayed there until 2003. He returned to Japan to take out his trainer's licence that same year and is now established as one of his country's most successful trainers. He has notched no less than 484 wins, including 44 this season (as of 24 November) with 14 at G1 level. He was Champion Trainer (most wins in a season) in 2008 and is vying for this year’s title. He has also won JRA Award’s for most prize money earned (2011 & 2012) and highest winning percentage (2006, 2010). Among the best he has trained are 2011 Japanese Horse of the Year and two-time Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe runner-up Orfevre and three-time G1 winner Dream Journey. This year he has four G1 wins on the board so far, thanks to Japanese Oaks and Shuka Sho winner Mikki Queen and Takarazuka Kinen and Tenno Sho Autumn winner Lovely Day.  
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	Kunieda, Sakae
	Mile – Danon Platina

	
	Age: 60. Kunieda studied to be a vet at university. He joined racing as a work rider back in 1978, and obtained his JRA training license in 1989. He has 729 wins in his training career, including 27 this season. He has no less than 11 wins at G1/JPN G1 level. The best horse he has trained was Apapane, five-time G1 winner and Fillies’ Triple Crown winner in Japan in 2010. Matsurida Gogh (2007 Arima Kinen), Black Hawk (2001 Yasuda Kinen) and Danon Platina (2014 Asahi Futurity Stakes) also stand out.
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	Lees, Kris
	Cup – Lucia Valentina

	
	Age: 44. Broadmeadow, Newcastle trainer Kris Lees learned the ropes alongside his father, the late Max Lees, who sent out 20 G1 winners including the outstanding two-year-old Luskin Star. He took out a licence in 2003 and notched a first G1 win in his first season, County Tyrone in the 2004 Metropolitan Handicap. In 2013/14 he broke into the top 10 in the Australian Trainers’ Premiership with 113 wins. He topped that total in 2014/15 with 120 wins. The multiple G1-winning filly Samantha Miss was a notable stable standard-bearer and the mare Lucia Valentina is currently flying the G1 flag.
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	Lynam, Edward
	Sprint – Sole Power

	
	Age: 53. Edward Lynam first took out a trainer’s licence in Ireland in 1984 and has divided his energies between running a building business and preparing winners. He learnt many of his training skills from the great Jim Bolger. The first major winner he trained was Tantum Ergo who won a G3 at the now defunct Phoenix Park. He is no stranger to Hong Kong having sent his G2 Park Stakes winner Duff to contest the Hong Kong Mile in 2009 and his top sprinter Sole Power to contest the Hong Kong Sprint in 2011 (9th), 2013 (2nd) and 2014 (9th). The latter has given him some of his greatest victories, the G1 Nunthorpe Stakes in 2010 and 2014, the G1 King’s Stand Stakes at Royal Ascot in 2013 and 2014, and the G1 Al Quoz Sprint (2015). He also saddled Slade Power to win the G1 Diamond Jubilee Stakes at Royal Ascot and the G1 July Cup in 2014, and Anthem Alexander to G2 Queen Mary Stakes success at that year’s Royal Ascot.
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	Mader, Erika
	Mile – Red Dubawi

	
	Age: 67. Erika Mader trains a string of around 20 horses out of Krefeld in western Germany. Her main patron is Zalim Bifov. She has three G1 wins on the board, the first thanks to Faberger in the 2000 Premio Vittorio di Capua. In 2003 she transformed new stable arrival, Ransom O’War, from a modest Southwell juvenile winner into a G1 Deutsches Derby contender. The colt won the G2 Grosser Muller Brot-Preis on his third start for the yard and was subsequently runner-up to Dai Jin in the German Derby. Mader then saddled Ransom O’War to win the G1 Grosser Dalmayr-Preis under Stanley Chin. Her latest G1 victor is Red Dubawi, a seemingly exposed six-year-old Listed race winner when arriving at Mader’s yard in the spring of 2014. The trainer has since saddled the gelding to win at G3, G2 and G1 level, that top-flight success being achieved in September’s Premio Vittorio di Capua.  
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	Millard, Tony
	Sprint – Strathmore

	
	Age: 54. Tony Millard’s father was the legendary multiple South African champion trainer Terrance Millard. Millard made an impressive start to his own training career in 1991. He was champion trainer in South Africa twice (1992, 1994 [shared with Pat Shaw]) and won all of that country’s majors. He trained three Horses of the Year there in Empress Club, Jet Master and Surfing Home. He sent out 39 G1 winners in his first nine years of training before relocating to Hong Kong. He made an immediate impact locally, winning the 2000 Hong Kong Derby in his first season, with Keen Winner. His most spectacular successes in Hong Kong have come with two-time Horse of the Year Ambitious Dragon whose 13 career wins included two G1s and five local G1s. Millard took Hong Kong's star mare Sweet Sanette to Royal Ascot in 2011 where she finished third in the G1 King's Stand Stakes. Notable wins include: Hong Kong Mile (2012 Ambitious Dragon), AP QEII Cup (2011 Ambitious Dragon), Hong Kong Derby (2000 Keen Winner, 2011 Ambitious Dragon), Stewards’ Cup (2012 Ambitious Dragon), Hong Kong Gold Cup (2012 Ambitious Dragon), Queen’s Silver Jubilee Cup (2013 Ambitious Dragon), Durban July (1993 Dancing Duel), J & B Met (1993 Empress Club, 1995 Surfing Home), Queen’s Plate (1993 Empress Club, 1999 Jet Master). Hong Kong Career Wins (as of 29 November): 485 (9 wins this season).
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	Moore, John
	Cup – Dan Excel, Designs On Rome; Mile – Able Friend, Rewarding Hero, Secret Sham; 
Sprint – Charles The Great, Not Listenin'Tome; Vase – Dominant, Helene Happy Star

	
	Age: 65. John Moore has been involved in Hong Kong racing since the professional era commenced in 1971 and is Hong Kong's longest-serving and winning-most trainer. A former amateur jockey, he began training in 1985, before which he held the position of assistant trainer to his late famous father, George. In 2007 he prepared an international G1 double thanks to Viva Pataca in the Audemars Piguet QEII Cup and Able One in the Champions Mile and, in a feat perhaps unprecedented in the sport, won the same two races with the same two horses three years later. The seven-time Hong Kong Champion Trainer (1985/86, 1990/91, 1991/92, 1992/93 [tied with David Hill], 1994/95, 2010/11, 2014/15) was the first to saddle 1000 wins in Hong Kong and has been the leading prize money earner for the past 10 seasons. He holds the record for all-time career prize money (HK$1.49 billion as of 29 November) and the record for most prize money in a season (HK$139,938,247 in 2014/15). His HKIR wins are: Hong Kong Mile (2011 Able One, 2014 Able Friend), Hong Kong Cup (1993 Motivation, 2014 Designs On Rome), Hong Kong Sprint (2008 Inspiration), Hong Kong Vase (2013 Dominant). Other notable wins include: Champions Mile (2007 & 2010 Able One, 2011 & 2012 Xtension, 2013 Dan Excel, 2015 Able Friend), AP QEII Cup (2007 & 2010 Viva Pataca, 2013 Military Attack, 2014 Designs On Rome), Hong Kong Derby (1995 Makarpura Star, 2006 Viva Pataca, 2009 Collection, 2014 Designs On Rome), Stewards’ Cup (2015 Able Friend), Queen’s Silver Jubilee Cup (2006 & 2007 Joyful Winner, 2015 Able Friend), Hong Kong Gold Cup (2006 Super Kid, 2008 & 2009 Viva Pataca, 2010 Collection, 2013 & 2014 Military Attack, 2015 Designs On Rome), Singapore Airlines International Cup (2013 Military Attack, 2014 & 2015 Dan Excel), Dubai Golden Shaheen (2014 Sterling City). Hong Kong Career Wins (as of 29 November): 1456 (5 wins this season).
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	O'Brien, Aidan
	Vase – Highland Reel

	
	Age: 46. O’Brien has a phenomenal list of big race wins already to his name and is fast approaching 250 G1 winners - he has added a remarkable 16 to his haul so far this year. A champion amateur jump jockey in Ireland, he was assistant trainer to Jim Bolger before taking out a trainers’ licence in 1993 – he has been Ireland’s champion trainer 18 times. He enjoyed remarkable success with jumpers before teaming up with John Magnier’s Coolmore operation at the legendary Ballydoyle training base in 1996, the year he Ireland’s youngest ever champion trainer on the Flat. He has won 57 British and Irish Classic races. O’Brien has trained a host of champions including super sire Galileo, High Chaparral, Giant’s Causeway, Rock Of Gibraltar and Cape Blanco. With nine Breeders’ Cup wins already on the board, he broke new ground last year with his first winner in Australia, Adelaide in the G1 Cox Plate.  
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	O'Meara, David
	Mile – Mondialiste

	
	Age: 38. Based in North Yorkshire, O’Meara is a rising force in the UK training ranks. A jumps jockey for 13 years, with a win in the Foxhunters Chase over the famous Grand National fences on his curriculum vitae, he took out his training licence in June, 2010. An eye-catching tally of 25 wins in that first year was followed by 48 in 2011 and 69 in 2012. He broke through the century mark with a career best 136 wins in 2013 and has since maintained three-figure returns. Adept at revitalizing and improving horses, he notched a first G1 win with G Force in the 2014 Sprint Cup. Later that year he sent out Move In Time, an 85-rated handicapper when arriving at the stable ahead of the 2013 campaign, to win the G1 Prix de l’Abbaye. He has notched a further three G1 wins this year with the revitalised filly Amazing Maria (Falmouth Stakes and Prix Rothschild) and one-time cast-off, Mondialiste (Woodbine Mile).
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	Otonashi, Hidetaka
	Sprint – Mikki Isle

	
	Age: 61. Otonashi rode 84 winners as a JRA jockey between 1979 and 1993, including his sole top-class success aboard Noah No Hakobune in the 1985 Japanese Oaks. He obtained his JRA trainer license in 1995 and was crowned JRA champion trainer in 2010.  He has earned two other JRA awards as the leading trainer in western Japan in 2004, and as the trainer with most total prize money in 2009.  So far he has saddled a total of 659 wins in his training career, including 32 wins this season (as of 24 Nov).  He has no less than 7 wins at G1/JPN G1 level.  His leading performers include Company (2009 Tenno Sho Autumn), Okan Bruce Lee (2008 Kikuka Sho), Victory (2007 Japanese 2,000 Guineas), and Mikki Isle (2014 NHK Mile Cup).
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	Ozeki, Tomohito
	Sprint – Sakura Gospel

	
	Age: 43. Ozeki started out as a groom in 1999. He obtained his JRA trainer license in 2008, establishing his own stable the following year.  He has notched 153 JRA wins so far in his career, including 30 this term (as of 26 November).  He has seven career wins at Graded level.  Sakura Gospel is the best horse he has trained, winning the G3 Ocean Stakes in 2013 and 2015, as well as the G2 Keio Hai Spring Cup in May this year.
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	Royer Dupré, Alain de
	Vase – Dariyan

	
	Age: 71. Alain de Royer Dupre trains principally for the Aga Khan, at Chantilly. In 2008 he ended Andre Fabre's 21-year reign as France's champion trainer, thanks largely to Zarkava, the European Horse of the Year who took the Arc in an unbeaten career that yielded five G1 wins. Royer Dupre has won no less than 70 G1 races with Dalakhani, winner of the French Derby and Prix de l'Arc de Triomphe in 2003, another luminary. He also numbers the Breeders' Cup Turf (Lashkari 1984), the Hong Kong Cup (Pride in 2006) and the Dubai Sheema Classic (2015 Dolniya) among many international triumphs. A regular visitor to Hong Kong, he won the 2009 Hong Kong Vase with Daryakana. In November 2010 Americain won the 150th running of G1 Melbourne Cup.
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	Saito, Makoto
	Cup – Nuovo Record

	
	Age: 44. Saito worked as a groom and work rider for 13 years before obtaining his JRA trainer license in 2006. So far he has saddled a total of 216 wins in his career, including 29 this term (as of 24 November).  He has saddled two G1 winners, Nuovo Record in the 2014 Japanese Oaks and Goshawk Ken in the 2007 Asahi Futurity Stakes. Saito notched his maiden overseas success when Esmeraldina won the Ttukseom Cup (KOR G3) at Seoul Racecourse in June 2015.
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	Sakaguchi, Masanori
	Cup – A Shin Hikari

	
	Age: 67. Sakaguchi’s uncle and brother are both former trainers. He was indentured to his uncle’s stable and rode 44 wins during his days as a jockey between 1974 and 1981.  He received his JRA trainer license in 1983 and has saddled 639 winners (as of Nov 24), including 8 wins this year.  He has won no less than 26 pattern races, including his sole G1 victory to date, Eishin Sunny’s 1990 Japanese Oaks.
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	Schiergen, Peter
	Vase – Lovelyn

	
	Age: 50. After a successful youth career in showjumping, Peter Schiergen went on to become Germany’s champion jockey five times, including in 1995 when he notched a European record 273 wins. He retired from the saddle in 1997 with 1,471 wins and took over the stable of his old boss Heinz Jentsch in 1998. That year, Tiger Hill won the German 2,000 Guineas, Grosser Preis von Baden (a victory he would repeat in 1999) and was third in the Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe. Schiergen has won the G1 Deutsches Derby five times with Boreal (2001), Schiaparelli (2006), Kamsin (2008) Lucky Speed (2013) and Nutan (2015). He has won further G1s this year with Nightflower (Preis von Europa) and Lovelyn (Gran Premio del Jockey Club). His major triumphs also include Boreal’s 2002 G1 Coronation Cup victory and his handling of the brilliant Danedream. The latter scored five G1 wins including Europe’s two greatest middle-distance prizes, the King George VI & Queen Elizabeth Stakes (2012) and the Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe (2011), as well as two wins back-to-back in the Grosser Preis von Baden (2011 & 2012).
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	Size, John
	Mile – Contentment; Vase – Ensuring, Khaya

	
	Age: 61. John Size was a top trainer in Sydney before his arrival in Hong Kong in 2001 with a reputation for improving and rekindling the spark in his horses. He broke the mould by winning the trainers' premiership in his very first season and has since increased that tally to seven (2001/02, 2002/03, 2003/04, 2005/06, 2007/08, 2009/10, 20011/12). He was level with Caspar Fownes at the end of 2013/14 with 62 wins apiece but Fownes won the title on count-back with one more second-place finisher. He has trained the winners of two Horse of the Year titles, the multiple HKG1 scorers Electronic Unicorn and Grand Delight. In 2009/10 he trained Brave Kid to equal the then record of six wins in a season and Entrapment who finally broke that record with seven victories in just five months. HKIR win: Hong Kong Mile (2013 Glorious Days). Other notable wins include: AP QEII Cup (2004 River Dancer), Champions Mile (2003 Electronic Unicorn, 2009 Sight Winner), Hong Kong Derby (2012 Fay Fay, 2015 Luger), Stewards’ Cup (2003 Electronic Unicorn, 2004 Super Kid, 2007 Armada, 2013 Glorious Days), Queen’s Silver Jubilee Cup (2004 Electronic Unicorn), Champions & Chater Cup (2004 Super Kid), Centenary Sprint Cup (2003 Grand Delight), Chairman’s Sprint Prize (2003 Grand Delight), George Ryder Stakes (2000 Al Mansour), Queen Elizabeth Stakes (2000 Georgie Boy), Galaxy Stakes (2001 Padstow). Hong Kong Career Wins (as of 29 November): 894 (10 wins this season).
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	Stoute, Sir Michael
	Vase – Cannock Chase

	
	Age: 70. Sir Michael Stoute moved to England from Barbados aged 20 and was licensed to train in 1972. He has been crowned Britain's champion trainer on 10 occasions - the first in 1981 and the latest in 2009. His G1 wins include four in the Breeders' Cup Turf, 15 English Classics including five Derbies at Epsom, two Japan Cups, a Dubai World Cup and even a Champion Hurdle. The most famous of his stars remains the ill-fated Shergar, but he has trained numerous international champions, notably Dubai World Cup and Japan Cup winner Singspiel and Breeders’ Cup Turf winner Pilsudski, as well as 2,000 Guineas and King George VI and Queen Elizabeth Stakes winner Golan. In Hong Kong he won the Vase in 2000 with Daliapour and the International Bowl in 1994 with Soviet Line. In 2008 he finally completed his set of all five English Classics when subsequent dual Breeders' Cup Turf winner, Conduit, landed the St Leger. In 2010, Harbinger won the G1 King George at Ascot by 11 lengths and Workforce won both the Derby and the Arc. In 2013 he saddled the Queen’s Estimate to give the British monarch her first G1 Ascot Gold Cup win. In October, Cannock Chase captured the G1 Canadian International to give the trainer back-to-back wins in the race after Hillstar’s success in 2014.
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	Waller, Chris
	Vase – Preferment

	
	Age: 41. Kiwi Chris Waller is the dominant force in Sydney racing and notched his fifth consecutive Sydney Premiership at the end of the 2014/15 season. He started out as foreman to Paddy Busuttin at Foxton is his native New Zealand and took over that operation when Busuttin moved to Singapore. He notched his first win with Go Morgan at Trentham. After hit and run raids on Australian prizes he made the move to Rosehill, Sydney with a handful of horses and now has around 120 based there, as well as a small satellite base at Flemington. His first G1 came in 2008 when Triple Honour won the Doncaster Handicap. He now has almost 60 top-flight wins to his credit thanks to stars such as Sacred Falls, Winx, Brazen Beau, Boban, Shoot Out and Danleigh.
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	Ward, Wesley
	Sprint – Green Mask

	
	Age: 47. Wesley Ward won an Eclipse Award as America’s outstanding apprentice jockey in 1984 with 335 wins. After battling the scales and riding in Italy, Malaysia and Singapore, he retired in 1989. After assisting his father, he took out his own trainer’s licence in 1991 and three years later notched his first Pattern race win with Unfinished Symph in the Will Rogers Handicap at Hollywood Park. He has made his name on the global stage with sprinters and precocious juveniles. In 2009 he became the first US-based handler to win at Royal Ascot when Strike The Tiger won the Windsor Castle Stakes. The following day Jealous Again won the G2 Queen Mary Stakes. In 2013 No Nay Never won the G2 Norfolk Stakes at the Royal meeting and then handed Ward a first European G1 win in the Prix Morny at Deauville. In 2014 he notched four G1s Stateside including two at the Breeders’ Cup with Hootenanny (BC Juvenile Turf) and Judy The Beauty (Breeders’ Cup Filly & Mare Sprint). This year he enjoyed two more Royal Ascot successes with Acapulco (G2 Queen Mary) and Undrafted, who gave him a first UK G1 in the Diamond Jubilee Stakes.
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	Watrigant, Antoine de
	Cup – Gailo Chop

	
	Age: 54. Antoine de Watrigant trains a small string in southern France. The handler set up around eight years ago and initially enjoyed the notable backing of owner/breeder Alain Chopard, the breeder of Gailo Chop. De Watrigant made his name with speedy juveniles and jumps horses. The trainer’s first Pattern race win came with Gailo Chop in the G3 Prix La Force in April, 2014, and that was quickly followed by a win in the G3 Prix Noailles. A first G2 win came in August, 2014, in Deauville’s Prix Guillaume d’Ornano. A solid 2015 campaign led de Watrigant and Gailo Chop to Australia, where, at the end of October, the pair enjoyed a first G1 success in the LONGINES Mackinnon Stakes at Flemington.
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	Weld, Dermot
	Cup – Free Eagle

	
	Age: 67. Dermot Weld is one of Ireland’s greatest trainers and a pioneer of horseracing’s globalisation. A qualified vet, he assisted his father, Charlie Weld, as well as Tommy Smith in Australia, before starting under his own licence in 1972. He is based at Rosewell House on the Curragh from where he has sent out more than 3000 winners and has been Ireland’s Champion trainer 21 times. He has won 15 Irish Classics and two English Classics. Since 1990, Weld has succeeded in spreading his net beyond Europe. In 1990 he shocked America as he saddled Go And Go to win the G1 Belmont Stakes, the third leg of the US Triple Crown. The following year Additional Risk won the first edition of the Hong Kong Invitation Bowl, now the Hong Kong Mile. In 1993 he landed perhaps his most famous victory of all as he took Vintage Crop to Australia to win the G1 Melbourne Cup, a feat he repeated in 2002 with Media Puzzle. Weld’s record with jumps horses is also notable and each year he farms the famous Galway Festival, winning races under both codes. His notable jumps wins include the Irish Champion Hurdle (1994 & 1995 Fortune And Fame) and the Irish Grand National (1988 Perris Valley).  
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