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	Berry, Tommy
	

	
	Age: 24. Tommy Berry grew up around horses at the Warwick Farm stable of his father Kevin Berry, a former jockey. He and his late twin brother, Nathan Berry, both followed their father into the saddle. Berry began his career in 2007 and was a champion apprentice in the 2009/10 season. He became stable jockey to Sydney trainer Gai Waterhouse in April 2011, alongside Nash Rawiller, and then turned freelance in early 2015. He took up his first short-term contract with the Hong Kong Jockey Club from 28 April, 2013 until that season's end and registered an impressive 22 wins. Berry became the first HKJC licensed rider to win a G1 on the first day of his contract when successful aboard Military Attack in the 2013 AP QEII Cup. In 2014 he became the third rider to notch back-to-back AP QEII Cup wins as he partnered Designs On Rome to victory and he won the last two editions of the G1 Singapore Airlines International Cup on Dan Excel (2014 & 2015). His first G1 win came on Epaulette in the 2012 Golden Rose Stakes. Hong Kong Career Wins (as of 29 November): 49 (0 wins this season).
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	Boudot, Pierre-Charles
	

	
	Age: 22. Boudot’s father, the late Marc Boudot, was a trainer in central France. He attended the jockeys’ school at Govieux before joining the inimitable Andre Fabre as an apprentice. He notched his first win in April 2009 and had 12 Pattern race successes on the board before clicking a maiden G1 triumph atop Gallante in the 2014 Grand Prix de Paris. He soon followed up as he took a tactical running of the G1 Prix Rothschild on Esoterique. He continued his association with Esoterique in 2015, winning the G1 Prix Jacques le Marois and G1 Sun Chariot Stakes. He was licensed to ride in Japan for two months at the end of 2014, based at Ritto with trainer Yatsutoshi Ikee, primarily to ride for owner Katsumi Yoshida.
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	Bowman, Hugh
	

	
	Age: 35. Hugh Bowman boasts an outstanding career record with more than 1700 wins including many of the major races on the Australian racing calendar. He has claimed the Sydney Jockeys' Championship on two occasions, taking the title for the 2007/2008 racing season with 150 wins at a winning percentage of 20%, and again in 2011/2012 with 140 wins at 19%. More than 40 wins at G1 level include the 2010, 2011 and 2013 renewals of the AAMI Victoria Derby on Lion Tamer, Sangster and Polanski respectively. He is also known to Hong Kong racing participants having competed in the 2009 IJC and completed a three-month contract in Hong Kong at the end of the 2013/14 season, during which time he notched 13 wins. He has already notched four G1 wins in Australia this season (as of 29 November), the latest being Winx in the G1 Cox Plate.
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	Callan, Neil
	

	
	Age: 37. Irishman Neil Callan was UK Champion Apprentice in 1999 and finished runner-up in the UK jockeys’ championship in 2005 (151 wins) and 2007 (170 wins). He first rode in Hong Kong on a short contract in the 2010/11 season. His first full Hong Kong season, 2014/2015, yielded a very solid 47 wins and fifth place in the jockeys’ premiership. His notable race wins include: AP QEII Cup (2015 Blazing Speed), Champions & Chater Cup (2014 Blazing Speed), Hong Kong Classic Mile (2015 Beauty Only), Middle Park Stakes (2005 Amadeus Wolf, 2013 Astaire), Racing Post Trophy (2005 Palace Episode), Nunthorpe Stakes (2009 Borderlescott), Fillies' Mile (2009 Hibaayeb). Hong Kong Career Wins (as of 29 November): 117 (17 wins this season).
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	Cheminaud, Vincent
	

	
	Age: 21. The young French rider has experienced a rapid rise to prominence since joining the Andre Fabre stable at the start of the current racing season in France. Cheminaud started out as a jockey over jumps and was the 2014 French champion in that sphere at age 20. At 19 he partnered Storm Of Saintly to win the 2013 Prix Ferdinand Dufaure steeplechase, his first G1 success, and one year later he guided the same horse to victory in France's premier steeplechase, the G1 Grand Steeple-Chase de Paris. In all, he has won five G1 races in his relatively brief jumps career. Since joining the Andre Fabre stable and turning his focus to the Flat, Cheminaud has formed a highly successful association with New Bay, claiming a first G1 Flat win, and first Classic success, in the 2015 Prix du Jockey Club. He also won the G1 Sword Dancer Stakes on Flintshire. He is currently riding in Hong Kong on a short-term contract.
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	Demuro, Mirco
	

	
	Age: 36. Italy's five-time champion jockey hails from a family of jockeys and is a familiar face on the JRA circuit in Japan alongside his brother, Cristian. Earlier this year he and Christophe Lemaire became the first overseas riders granted full-time licences to ride under the JRA. Of his 25 career G1 wins, 12 have been achieved in Japan, including this year’s Satsuki Sho (2,000 Guineas) and Tokyo Yushun (Derby) on Duramente. Also among those major wins are the 2003 Japanese Derby, the 2008 Japan Cup, the 2010 Arima Kinen, the 2012 Tenno Sho (Autumn) and the 2014 Takamatsunomiya Kinen. In 2014 he added a German Classic to his haul thanks to Feodora in the G1 Preis der Diana. In all, he has won six Japanese classics and seven Italian classics, as well as further top level races in France and Dubai. Perhaps his most famous victory came atop the Japanese raider Victoire Pisa in the 2011 Dubai World Cup. He has won over 2,700 races in no less than 10 countries. He notched 12 wins during his first short-term Hong Kong contract in the 2013/14 season, including the HKG1 Stewards' Cup on Blazing Speed and returned for a short term in the 2014/15 season.
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	Doyle, James
	

	
	Age: 27. James Doyle is one of British racing’s brightest talents and has emerged in recent seasons as an accomplished big-race jockey with his 17 career G1 wins achieved in the past four seasons. Late in 2014 he was appointed as one of Godolphin’s two retained riders. His G1 breakthrough came in the 2012 Dubai Duty Free in which he made the running on wide-margin winner Cityscape for trainer Roger Charlton. The following year he partnered Charlton’s Al Kazeem for G1 wins in the Tattersalls Gold Cup, Prince of Wales’s Stakes and Eclipse Stakes, and was aboard Rizeena in the G1 Moyglare Stud Stakes. He was first-choice rider for Prince Khalid Abdullah for the 2014 season and partnered Europe’s champion miler Kingman to four G1 wins in the Irish 2,000 Guineas, St James’s Palace Stakes, Sussex Stakes and Prix Jacques le Marois. He also forged a great partnership with the Prince’s Noble Mission, the great Frankel’s brother, winning three more G1s in the Tattersalls Gold Cup, Grand Prix de Saint-Cloud and Champion Stakes at Ascot.  His five G1 wins in 2015 include Al Kazeem’s second Tattersalls Gold Cup and the Lockinge Stakes on Night Of Thunder.  
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	Ebina, Masayoshi
	

	
	Age: 46. Hokkaido-born Masayoshi Ebina graduated from the JRA Riding School in 1986 alongside classmate Yutaka Take. He rode a total of 30 wins in his maiden year in 1987.  His first G1 came in the 1996 Tenno Sho Autumn with Bubble Gum Fellow.  In 2001 he rode a total of 133 wins and became the JRA champion jockey, also the jockey with the highest total prize money earned – a feat he repeated in 2010.  In January 2012 he became the 7th rider in JRA history reach 2000 wins.  He has a career total wins of 2,436 so far, with 79 JRA wins this term (as of 24 Nov) which ranks him 9th in the premiership.  He has a total of 25 wins at G1/JPN G1 level, most notably El Condor Pasa (1998 Japan Cup), Manhattan Cafe (2001 Arima Kinen), Apapane (2010 Fillies’ Triple Crown) and most recently Marialite in the G1 Queen Elizabeth II Cup at Kyoto last month.  Ebina also partnered El Condor Pasa to an overseas success in the G1 Grand Prix de Saint-Cloud in 1999.  
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	Fourie, Richard
	

	
	Age: 30. South African jockey Richard Fourie was South Africa’s Champion Apprentice in 2003/04 and arrived for the first time in Hong Kong in August 2012 as the reigning Eastern Cape champion for the 2011/12 season with 47 wins. He went on to notch 34 wins during a successful first Hong Kong campaign, including Cerise Cherry’s HKG2 Premier Bowl victory, but opted to return to South Africa at the end of that season to join the powerful Justin Snaith yard. Fourie commenced his riding career in 2002 and rode his first winner after passing through the South African Jockey Academy. His first winner was Groovy Baby at Scottsville. His notable race wins include: Cape Fillies’ Guineas (2007 Captain’s Lover, 2008 Sparkling Gem, 2013 In The Fast Lane), Cape Derby (2008 Russian Sage, 2014 Legislate), Daily News 2000 (2008 Russian Sage, 2014 Legislate),  Woolavington 2000 (2014 In The Fast Lane), Durban July (2014 Legislate), Gold Challenge (2015 Legislate). Hong Kong Career Wins (as of 29 November): 37 (3 wins this season).
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	Geroux, Florent
	

	
	Age: 29. US-based French rider Florent Geroux enjoyed a breakthrough success at the top level aboard 20/1 shot Work All Week in the 2014 G1 Breeders’ Cup Sprint. He has followed up in 2015 with a further five G1 wins, among them the Arlington Million (The Pizza Man), Breeders’ Cup Turf Sprint (Mongolian Saturday) and Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Fillies’ Turf (Catch A Glimpse). A son of jockey-turned-trainer Dominique Geroux, the Normandy native attended the riding academy Afasec from age 13, graduating to become France’s leading apprentice.  He first went to ride in the US in early 2007 but hit stumbling blocks, notably a race fall on the opening day of the Keeneland autumn meet, which sidelined him for several months. He relocated to Arlington, Chicago where he has since made his name.
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	Guyon, Maxime
	

	
	Age: 26. Maxime Guyon rode on the pony circuit in France and attended Le Moulin a Vent jockey school in Gouvieux, after which he started his career with Andre Fabre in 2005. Fabre once said he believed his protege had the innate talent to become one of the best jockeys of all time. After gaining his senior licence in January, 2008, Guyon's career blossomed quickly and he achieved his first G1 win on Cavalryman in the 2009 Grand Prix de Paris. His haul of well over 1000 wins includes no less than 29 at G1 level, among them five European classics. He enjoyed a good first stint in Hong Kong during the 2010/11 season when he successfully partnered Horse of the Year Ambitious Dragon. This year he has been ever-present on European Champion Miler Solow for six wins, including the Dubai Turf, Prix d’Ispahan, Queen Anne Stakes, Sussex Stakes and Queen Elizabeth II Stakes. HKIR win: LONGINES Hong Kong Vase (2014 Flintshire). Hong Kong Career Wins:28.
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	Hamanaka, Suguru
	

	
	Age: 26. Hamanaka made his JRA debut in 2007 and he graduated from his apprenticeship two years later, having ridden a total of 101 wins.  He claimed his first G1 win with Three Rolls in the JPN G1 Kikuka Sho in October 2009. With 131 wins he was crowned the leading jockey in Japan in 2012 at the age of 24, the third youngest jockey ever to take the title.  He has ridden 780 wins in his career, including 93 JRA wins this term (as of 24 Nov) which ranks him 7th in the current jockeys’ standings. He has notched seven G1 wins on top performers such as Mikki Queen (2015 Japanese Oaks), Mikki Isle (2014 NHK Mile Cup), Shonan Pandora (2014 Shuka Sho) and Grape Brandy (2013 February Stakes).
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	Hayes, Chris
	

	
	Age: 27. Hayes rode 66 wins on Ireland’s pony circuit before attending the RACE academy on the Curragh. Indentured to Kevin Prendergast at age 16, he was an apprentice sensation. His first season, 2004, yielded eight wins from only 84 rides, and his second yielded 38 wins as he ran away with Ireland’s apprentice championship, a title he claimed for a second time in 2006 with 33 wins. Still an apprentice, he was retained as first rider to Lady O’Reilly in 2007. His first Pattern race came on energized in the G3 Tetrarch Stakes. He broke his G1 maiden aboard La Collina in the 2013 Matron Stakes and followed up a week later in the G1 Irish st Leger on Voleuse De Coeurs. He has partnered Sole Power in his latest two starts, the pair winning the G2 Flying Five Stakes before finishing down the field in the G1 Prix de l’Abbaye.
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	Ho, Vincent
	

	
	Age: 25. HKJC Apprentice Jockey School graduate Vincent Ho racked up 44 wins as a young rider in New Zealand under the tutelage of leading trainer Lance O'Sullivan. He made an impressive start to his Hong Kong career with 10 wins in his first season in 2009/10, including a trio of wins he achieved on only his fourth race day in Hong Kong. He sealed the 2010/11 Champion Apprentice title with 39 wins. Ho reached the graduation benchmark on 1 October, 2012, by claiming his 70th win in Hong Kong on board Castle Hero. He notched 33 wins in 2014/15 win the Best Freelance Jockey Award as the season’s leading homegrown rider. Hong Kong Career Wins (as of 29 November): 153 (4 wins this season).
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	Jarnet, Thierry
	

	
	Age: 48. With four Jockey Championships (1992-1995) behind him, Thierry Jarnet is one of France’s most senior riders. Apprenticed to Patrick Rago, his first win came at Cagnes-sur-Mer in 1985. His impressive big-race haul includes the Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe on Subotica (1992), Carnegie (1994) and Treve (2013 & 2014), as well as Pennekamp’s brilliant G1 English 2,000 Guineas win in 1994. He won the 2002 Hong Kong Vase on Ange Gabriel. He has 48 G1 wins on the board and five of those came in 2013 thanks to two brilliant fillies. He partnered Moonlight Cloud to win the Prix Maurice de Gheest, Prix Jacques le Marois and Prix de la Foret, and the sensational Treve to victories in the Prix de Diane LONGINES and Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe. He was aboard Treve for her follow-up win in the 2014 Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe and partnered the great mare in all bar three of her 13 races for eight wins, five at G1.
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	Lemaire, Christophe  
	

	
	Age: 35. Christophe Lemaire leapt to prominence in 2004 thanks to his partnership with the brilliant French champion filly Divine Proportions. He had a stellar year in 2012 with six G1 wins and banked another classic in 2013 with Flotilla’s G1 Poule d’Essais des Pouliches. That took him to 10 European Classics atop such stars as Makfi and Stacelita. His enviable global record ranks him as one of the world’s very best jockeys. He partnered Japan’s Heart’s Cry to win the Arima Kinen and the Dubai Sheema Classic, and star mare Vodka to win the Japan Cup. In early 2015 he and Mirco Demuro became the first overseas riders to be granted full-time jockey licences in Japan. 2011 brought a Melbourne Cup triumph on Dunaden and in 2012 Flotilla carried him to Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Fillies’ Turf success. He partnered Pride to win the 2006 Hong Kong Cup.
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	Leung, Derek
	

	
	Age: 27. A product of Hong Kong's Apprentice Jockeys' School, Derek Leung cut his teeth as a young rider in New Zealand under the tutelage of trainer Lance O'Sullivan. He was assigned as apprentice jockey to Paul O'Sullivan's stable upon his return to Hong Kong. Leung was involved in a four-way battle for the 2009/10 Hong Kong apprentice jockeys' championship but came up five wins short of eventual champion Keith Yeung. He reached the graduation benchmark after claiming his 70th win on board Star Of Fame on 1 June, 2011. He won the Asian Young Guns Challenge in 2010. Leung was the leading local rider this season, as of 25 November, so securing a debut appearance at the LONGINES IJC. Hong Kong Career Wins (as of 29 November): 170 (8 wins this season).
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	McDonald, James
	

	
	Age: 23. McDonald was Champion Apprentice in his homeland and went on to claim the Premiership there twice (2008/09 & 2010/11), latterly with a New Zealand record tally of 207. In 2012 he won a first New Zealand Derby and gained wider international exposure that May when winning the G1 Champions Mile at Sha Tin on Xtension. Now based in Australia, he clinched his first Sydney Premiership in July, 2014, with 72 wins on the board, riding two winners on the final day of the season to draw that number clear of Nash Rawiller. The first of his 30 career G1 wins came in the 2008 New Zealand Bloodstock Breeders Stakes and his most recent was November’s Darley Classic aboard Delectation. His career total already stands at more than 1100 wins.
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	Moore, Ryan
	

	
	Age: 32. Combative, driven, tactically astute and naturally gifted, three-time UK champion jockey Ryan Moore is one of the finest riders in the world and was the winner of the inaugural World’s Best Jockey Award in 2014. His 66 career G1 wins include the 2009 AP QEII Cup on Presvis and the 2010 Hong Kong Cup atop Snow Fairy - a filly he partnered to five G1 wins in four countries, including two classics and back-to-back wins in Japan’s QEII Commemorative Cup. Other highlights include Workforce’s wins in the 2010 Derby and Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe, Breeders’ Cup Turf victories on Conduit and Magician, the 2013 Derby success of Ruler Of The World, Gentildonna’s Japan Cup win and the 2014 Melbourne Cup victory on Protectionist. This year he has ridden as principal jockey to the Coolmore operation and has notched 13 G1s in six countries, despite missing most the best part of three months mid-season due to injury. He has twice won the LONGINES IJC (2009 [dead-heat] & 2010) in Hong Kong.
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	Moreira, Joao
	

	
	Age: 31. Brazilian sensation Joao Moreira, known as “Magic Man”, notched more than 1000 wins in South America and received Brazilian Eclipse Award in 2007 and 2008. He relocated to Singapore in 2009 and dominated the Singapore circuit, winning the Premiership in 2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013. He moved to Hong Kong in October 2013 and finished runner-up in the title race that term with 97 wins before clinching the championship with 145 wins in a record smashing 2014/15 campaign. He has also ridden in Australia, Britain, France, USA, Germany, Japan, Macau, Sweden and the UAE. He won the LONGINES IJC in 2012, recorded the fastest 100 in a Hong Kong season (22 April, 2015), jointly holds the record for the most wins in a Hong Kong race day (six: 1 March, 2015) and has twice ridden eight wins in a day (Kranji, 6 September, 2013 and Cidade Jardim, March, 2006). His HKIR wins are: LONGINES Hong Kong Mile (2014 Able Friend), LONGINES Hong Kong Cup (2014 Designs On Rome). Hong Kong Career Wins (as of 29 November): 292 (47 wins this season).
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	Mosse, Gerald
	

	
	Age: 48. Frenchman Gerald Mosse’s distinguished career began in 1983 and in his early days he was associated with Patrick Biancone and Francois Boutin. He famously partnered the latter’s sensational juvenile, Arazi, through the summer of 1992. Mosse has ridden more than 50 G1 wins in Europe alone and was the Aga Khan’s principal rider from 1993 to 2001. His career highlight remains his Arc triumph on Saumarez in 1990 although in 2010 he became the first French rider to win the Melbourne Cup, on board Americain. He has also won all the French Classics and all classic races in Hong Kong. He became stable jockey to the Manfred Man stable ahead of the 2015/16 Hong Kong season. He has won more HKIR races (8) than any other jockey, those wins being:  Hong Kong Cup (1991 River Verdon, 1999 Jim And Tonic), Hong Kong Mile (1998 Jim And Tonic, 2011 Beauty Flash), Hong Kong Sprint (2002 All Thrills Too, 2007 Sacred Kingdom), Hong Kong Vase (2009 Daryakana, 2012 Red Cadeaux). Hong Kong Career Wins (as of 29 November): 649 (9 wins this season).
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	Oliver, Damien
	

	
	Age: 43. Damien Oliver is one of Australia’s great jockeys and has accrued more than 1300 wins. He returned from a 10-month suspension in September, 2013 and soon hit his straps, winning a third G1 Melbourne Cup on Fiorente. His first two Cup wins came on Doriemus (1995) and Media Puzzle (2002). Oliver rode his first winner in March, 1988, was champion apprentice in Perth in 1988/89 and became the first apprentice to win the Australian Derby, at age 19. His father, Ray, a champion apprentice, died in a race-riding accident in 1975. Oliver’s many G1 wins also include the Cox Plate, Caulfield Cup, Golden Slipper and Blue Diamond, and this year the Futuruity Stakes (Suavito), Makybe Diva Stakes (Fawkner) and Crown Oaks (Jameka). He has three wins at the HKIR thanks to State Taj in the 1994 HK International Cup and Falvelon’s back-to-back wins in the HK Sprint (2000 & 2001).
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	Pasquier, Stephane
	

	
	Age: 37. Stephane Pasquier started as an apprentice with Robert Collet, winning on his second ride for the trainer at Amiens in September, 1995. He became second jockey to the Wildenstein family in July 2004 and won his first G1 in the famous silks atop Westerner in the Prix Royal Oak that October. Appointed Wildenstein first jockey in 2005. In 2007 he was contracted to ride for Khalid Abdullah and was French Champion Jockey for the first time that year. He also partnered the outstanding Manduro (owned by Baron von Ullmann) to a sequence of five major wins in 2007 that included the Prix d’Ispahan, Prince of Wales’s Stakes and Prix Jacques le Marois. In 2010 he became the retained rider for the Niarchos Family and in recent seasons he has enjoyed G1 successes in those silks atop Maxios (2013 Prix d’Ispahan and Prix du Moulin), Karakontie (2013 Prix Jean-Luc Lagardere, 2014 Poule d’Essai des Poulains and Breeders’ Cup Mile), and this year Erupt in the Grand Prix de Paris. His 23 G1 wins also include Rail Link’s Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe (2006), the 1,000 Guineas and the Poule d’Essai des Pouliches on Special Duty (2010) and Lucayan’s Poule d’Essai des Poulains (2012).
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	Prebble, Brett
	

	
	Age: 38. Brett Prebble left Australia for Hong Kong in 2002 with two Melbourne Premierships already to his name (1999/2000 & 2000/2001). He quickly made his mark and collected a first major win at Sha Tin aboard Precision in the 2003 Champions & Chater Cup. He has since partnered to victory Hong Kong stars such as Bullish Luck, Sacred Kingdom, Cape Of Good Hope and Lucky Nine.  His past tussles with Douglas Whyte for the Jockeys’ Premiership are legendary, although he has not yet lifted the crown. He has been runner-up six times to his rival, his 2009/10 battle with Whyte was epic as he lost out by one with the final score being 100-99. He set the Hong Kong record of most wins in a day with his six-timer at Happy Valley on 20 June, 2010, a  feat since matched by Whyte (April, 2013) and Joao Moreira (March, 2015). His career highlight is Green Moon’s win in the 2012 Melbourne Cup. His HIKIR wins are: Hong Kong Sprint (2006 Absolute Champion, 2009 Sacred Kingdom, 2011 Lucky Nine). Hong Kong Career Wins (as of 29 November): 726 (19 wins this season).
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	Purton, Zac
	

	
	Age: 32. Zac Purton ended Douglas Whyte's 13-season dominance with his first Hong Kong jockeys' championship in 2013/14 (112 wins). He raced to the fastest 50 in Hong Kong history that season and became only the second rider, after Whyte, to notch 100 wins in a season. He finished runner-up in 2011/12 and 2012/13, fading late on when troubled with ill health after leading for much of the latter campaign. Purton lost his title when second to Joao Moreira in 2014/15 with 95 wins. He started his career in Brisbane and was an apprentice sensation, winning the premiership there in 2003, and then moved on to Sydney where he was twice second in the premiership behind perennial champion Darren Beadman. His first G1 win came on Excites in the 2006 Sires Produce Stakes. Purton moved to Hong Kong in September, 2007. His HIKIR wins are: Hong Kong Mile (2012 Ambitious Dragon), Hong Kong Sprint (2014 Aerovelocity), Hong Kong Vase (2013 Dominant). Hong Kong Career Wins (as of 29 November): 532 (20 wins this season).
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	Rawiller, Nash
	

	
	Age: 41. Rawiller is a three-time champion in Sydney and well- established in the top echelon of Australian jockeys with more than 2100 wins to his credit, including more than 50 G1 victories. Rawiller’s brother, Brad, and sister, Stacey, are jockeys, while another brother, Tom, is a trainer - their father, Keith, was a jump jockey. Rawiller started his career in Victoria and early success at the elite level came on Elvstroem, whom he rode to win the 2004 Caulfield Cup and 2005 Dubai Duty Free. He moved to Sydney in 2007 to team up with trainer Gai Waterhouse and has since been associated with the champion race mare More Joyous and outstanding colt Pierro. He was Sydney Champion Jockey three times (2009/10, 2010/11, 2012/13). Rawiller moved to Hong Kong in September 2014. Hong Kong Career Wins (as of 29 November): 35 (6 wins this season).
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	Rispoli, Umberto
	

	
	Age: 27. Italian jockey Umberto Rispoli capped his first stint in Hong Kong with victory on Rulership in the 2012 G1 QEII Cup. He commenced his apprenticeship in his homeland in 2005 and was crowned Champion Italian Jockey in both the 2009 and 2010 racing seasons. That 2009 title came courtesy of 245 wins, a total that bettered the longstanding previous record of 229. He has achieved three G1 victories in Italy on Aoiffe Alainn (2010 Premio Lydia Tesio), Estejo (2011 Premio Presidente della Repubblica) and Cleo Fan (2015 Premio Presidente della Repubblica). In early 2011 he rode in Japan, winning the G1 Takamatsunomiya Kinen. A frequent winter rider in Hong Kong in recent times, he has spent the past four European racing season’s in France where he has secured further top level successes aboard Molly Malone in the 2012 G1 Prix du Cadran, Priore Philip in the 2013 G1 Gran Criterium and Vert De Grece in the 2014 Criterium International.
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	Rosario, Joel
	

	
	Age: 30. Rosario arrived in California in 2006 as a four-time champion in the Domincan Republic. He entered the jockey academy in his homeland after attending the races for the first time at age 13. At age 14 he turned professional.  He made rapid strides on the California circuit and by 2009 ranked 5th in the national in earnings. He has remained in the top five each year since and, after moving to the east coast in 2012, he topped the list in 2013. That 2013 season saw Rosario claim the G1 Dubai World Cup on Animal Kingdom and the G1 Kentucky Derby on Orb. In 2014 he won 11 G1s, notably the Belmont and the Jockey Club Gold Cup atop Tonalist and the Apple Blossom, Personal Ensign, and Ogden Phipps on champion mare Close Hatches. Among his three G1 wins so far this year the stand-out is the Breeders’ Cup Filly & Mare Sprint aboard Wavell Avenue.
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	Schofield, Chad
	

	
	Age: 21. Chad Schofield spent four years (2002-2006) of his youth living in Hong Kong where his father, the South African jockey Glyn Schofield, was contracted to ride. His family relocated to Australia and Schofield commenced his own riding career in Sydney in the 2010/11 season and enjoyed rapid success. He was Sydney Champion Apprentice in 2011/12. He moved to Melbourne in 2012 to ride for the powerful David Hayes stable and was Melbourne Champion Apprentice in 2012/13. His first Group 1 win was a major, the 2013 Cox Plate on Shamus Award. He and his father made history in 2014 as the first father and son to compete against each other in the Melbourne Cup. Schofield spent three months during the summer of 2015 riding in England, based out of Ed Dunlop’s yard, and scored two wins from 42 rides. This is his first season riding in Hong Kong. Other notable race wins include: Newmarket Handicap (2014 Lankan Rupee), Champagne Stakes (2014 Go Indy Go), Queensland Derby (2014 Sonntag).
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	Smullen, Pat
	

	
	Age: 38. One of Ireland’s finest jockeys, Pat Smullen has had a long association with trainer Dermot Weld, who describes him as “the professional’s professional”. He has been champion jockey in his homeland seven times and is destined to add an eighth title this year. He has over 1600 career wins. His 24 G1 victories include the English 2,000 Guineas, Irish Derby, Irish Oaks, Irish 1,000 Guineas, Ascot Gold Cup, Prix de l’Abbaye and Vinnie Roe’s four Irish St Leger triumphs. This year he notched four wins at the highest level on Free Eagle (Prince of Wales’s Stakes), Covert Love (Irish Oaks & Prix de l’Opera Longines) and Fascinating Rock (Champion Stakes). Smullen is married to Aiden O’Brien’s sister-in-law, the former trainer Frances Crowley.
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	Soumillon, Christophe
	

	
	Age: 34. Belgian ace Christophe Soumillon is a son of jump jockey Jean-Marc Soumillon. He was apprenticed to Cedric Boutin at Chantilly and rode his first winner in November, 1997. He was champion apprentice in 1999. His outstanding talent in the saddle has brought him around 2,500 wins and to the cusp of an eighth champion jockey title in France this year (2003, 2005, 2006, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014). Now enjoying a second spell as the Aga Khan’s number one jockey, some of his greatest moments have been in the Aga’s green silks, notably two Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe wins on Dalakhani and the brilliant filly Zarkava. He has won no less than 80 G1 races across Europe, Japan, Hong Kong, Dubai, Canada and the USA, including the 2008 G1 Hong Kong Mile on Good Ba Ba. This year the filly Ervedya provided him with a trio of G1s in the Poule d’Essai des Pouliches, Coronation Stakes and Prix du Moulin. HKIR win: Hong Kong Mile (2008 Good Ba Ba).
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	Starke, Andrasch
	

	
	Age: 41. Andrasch Starke began riding as an amateur at age 15. He has been champion jockey in Germany five times while building an international reputation, having competed successfully in Canada, Dubai, France, Italy, Singapore, and the USA, as well as in Hong Kong, where he has twice won the IJC in 2000 & 2005. He has partnered some of Germany’s best horses including Caitano, Elle Danzig, Quijano, Samum, Schiaparelli, Ungaro and Danedream. He has won every G1 in Germany including the Grosser Preis von Baden four times, the Preis der Diana five times and the Deutsches Derby seven times. Major international wins include Epalo’s 2004 SIA Cup. He hit a career high when he rode Danedream to win Europe’s two great mile and a half races, the 2011 Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe and the 2012 King George VI & Queen Elizabeth Stakes. His three G1 wins this year came in the Deutsches Derby (Nutan), Preis von Europa (Nightflower) and Gran Premio del Jockey Club (Lovelyn).
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	Suborics, Andreas
	

	
	Age: 43. After several season’s based in Hong Kong, this past summer saw Austrian rider Andreas Suborics return to Germany where he was three-times Champion Jockey, most recently in 2006. Suborics experienced great success on Silvano, winning the G1 Audemars Piguet QEII Cup, the Singapore Cup and the G1 Arlington Million in 2001, the same year that he partnered Paolini to a pair of G1 wins in Italy, and Sabiango to success in the G1 Credit Suisse Private Banking Pokal. He also won the G1 German Derby on Shirocco in 2004 and the German 1,000 Guineas on Diacada a year earlier. His notable G1 wins also include the Grosser Preis von Baden on Tiger Hill in 1998 and A Magicman's win in the 1996 Prix de la Foret and Red Dubawi’s victory in Premio Vittorio di Capua this year. He rode his first Hong Kong Group race win for 13 years when Helene Spirit took the HKG3 Premier Cup in June, 2014. He ended that season with 14 wins. Suborics added another 15 wins in the 2014/15 season, for a HK career total of 70.
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	Take, Yutaka
	

	
	Age: 46. Take is the son of famed jockey Kunihito Take and is a living legend in Japan, with over 4000 wins in Japan and overseas. He has been champion jockey in his homeland 16 times and was the first jockey to ride eight winners in a day in Japan, a feat achieved in December 2002. He became the first Japanese jockey to win a G1 race in Europe when Ski Paradise captured the 1994 Prix du Moulin. In 2000 he spent time riding in the US and in 2001 he was based with trainer John Hammond in France. His list of big race wins in Japan is extensive and includes three G1 Japan Cups with Special Week (1999), Deep Impact (2006) and Rose Kingdom (2010). His overseas achievements include the Prix Maurice de Gheest on Seeking The Pearl (1998), the July Cup on Agnes World (2000), the Hong Kong Vase and the Dubai Sheema Classic on Stay Gold (2001), the Prix de l’Abbaye on Imperial Beauty (2001) and the Dubai Duty Free on Admire Moon (2007). He has 103 career G1 wins and in winning the G3 Sirius Stakes in October he became the first rider to win 300 JRA Graded races in Japan. He has notched one G1 win this year on Copano Rickey in the February Stakes.
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	Teetan, Karis
	

	
	Age: 25. Mauritian rider Karis Teetan arrived in Hong Kong in August, 2013. After entering the South African National Jockey Academy at the age of 14, Teetan went on to be crowned Champion South African Apprentice in 2008. He graduated in 2009 with 147 wins. Teetan passed the 100 wins mark in every season as a senior jockey in South Africa. He has five Group 1 wins with his inaugural success at the top level being in his native Mauritius on 24 November, 2008, aboard Halo Hunter. He notched an impressive 50 wins in his first Hong Kong season. Notable wins include: HKG1 Hong Kong Classic Cup (2015 Thunder Fantasy), HKG2 Chairman’s Trophy (2014 Able Friend), Cape Derby (2012 Jackson), Daily News 2000 (2012 Jackson), Paddock Stakes (2012 Thunder Dance), Castle Tankard (2011 Grisham). Hong Kong Career Wins (as of 29 November): 95 (16 wins this season).
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	Tosaki, Keita
	

	
	Age: 35. A civil servant’s son, Tosaki was an active participant in baseball during his school years and dreamt of being a professional baseball player.  His small stature led him instead to a career as a jockey and he was admitted to the NAR’s Jockey Training School. His NAR debut came in April 1998 and he went on to be the leading NAR rider on four occasions - in 2009 he notched 408 wins. He transferred to the JRA circuit when he received his JRA riding license in 2013 and made an immediate impact, winning the JRA Champion Jockey title in 2014 with 146 wins. His tally of no less than 11 G1/JPNG1s in his career includes Straight Girl’s triumphs in the Victoria Mile and Sprinters Stakes this year.  Other stand-out wins include Gentildonna in the 2014 Arima Kinen, his first JRA G1 win with Real Impact in the 2011 Yasuda Kinen, and four JPNG1 successes aboard NAR runner Furioso, in the Teio Sho (2008, 2010), Kawasaki Kinen (2011) and Kashiwa Kinen (2011). He is currently (as of 29 November) second in the JRA title race, 8 wins behind the side-lined Yuichi Fukunaga. He has over 2,370 career wins (1,920 NAR wins, 451 JRA wins).
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	Tudhope, Daniel
	

	
	Age: 29. Danny Tudhope has had a gradual rise through the ranks in Britain since graduating from the Northern Racing School. Unusually, the Scotsman rode his first winner in Italy in November, 2003, three months before breaking his duck in Britain. He also gained experience riding in the US in 2005 and by 2011 he had formed an association with trainer David O’Meara that resulted in a first Group race win on Blue Bajan in the 2011 G3 Henry II Stakes. Based in the north of England, he enjoyed his best season by some way in 2012 - up to that point - with 76 wins in Britain, 45 for O’Meara, and notched a G2 brace atop Penitent. He has built on that with 100 wins in 2013 and 110 in 2014. He has 83 wins so far this year (as of 26 November). His first G1 win came on G-Force in the 2014 Sprint Cup at Haydock and he followed that one month later with a G1 Prix de l’Abbaye success on Move In Time.
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	Whyte, Douglas
	

	
	Age: 44. Douglas Whyte was born in Durban, South Africa. He was champion jockey in Hong Kong for 13 consecutive seasons, losing his title to Zac Purton in 2013/14. Whyte first sat on a horse at age 2 and developed his skills riding in the countryside with his late father, himself a former jockey. A South African jockey academy graduate, in 1996 he rode weekends in Singapore and Malaysia and undertook a short contract in Hong Kong at the start of the 1996/97 season. He returned for the 1997/98 season and made Hong Kong his home. He is the only jockey ever to reach 1,000 wins in Hong Kong. His tally of 114 wins in 2005/06 stood as a record until Joao Moreria surpassed it in 2014/15. He is the joint record-holder (with Brett Prebble and Joao Moreira) for most wins in a day in Hong Kong (six: 7 April, 2013) and holds the records for overall career wins in Hong Kong and most career prize money won (over HK$1.4 billion). His HKIR wins are: Hong Kong Cup (2013 Akeed Mofeed), Hong Kong Mile (2013 Glorious Days), Hong Kong Vase (1998 Indigenous). Hong Kong Career Wins (as of 29 November): 1,705 (19 wins this season).
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	Williams, Craig
	

	
	Age: 37. One of the sport’s most respected riders, the effervescent Craig Williams is a formidable big-race pilot with an enviable record in G1 races. Since starting out in his homeland at age 16, he has traversed the globe notching big-race wins in Britain, Japan, France, Dubai, Hong Kong and Australia. His G1 haul includes the 2011 Hong Kong Vase on Dunaden, whom he also partnered to win the 2012 Caulfield Cup – a second successive win in the race following Southern Speed in 2011. Williams has landed the Cox Plate twice, the Victoria Derby, the Golden Slipper, the Spring edition of Japan’s Tenno Sho, the Al Quoz Sprint and the Dewhurst Stakes, and has accrued no fewer than 114 Hong Kong wins. His G1 tally in 2015 consists of the Rosehill Guineas (Volkstok’n’barrell), Queen Elizabeth Stakes (Criterion), Sir Rupert Clarke Stakes (Stratum star) and Railway Stakes (Good Project).
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