Jockeys’ Profiles

Silvestre de Sousa - Brazilian jockey Silvestre de Sousa (34 years) recently claimed the UK Jockeys’ Championship for the first time with 155 wins at a winning percentage of 19%. As the reigning UK champion, Jockey de Sousa was chosen to participate in the 2015 LONGINES International Jockeys’ Championship and was successful on the Tony Cruz trained HAPPY SPIRIT in the opening leg of that series.

With well in excess of 1000 career wins to his credit, Jockey de Sousa has recorded 7 Group 1 wins, the latest of which have been ARABIAN QUEEN in the 2015 Juddmonte International Stakes, AFRICAN STORY in the 2014 Dubai World Cup and FARHH in the 2013 Champion Stakes.

Jockey de Sousa has advised that his minimum riding weight is 116 lbs permitting him to accept race rides at 114 lbs with the allowable overweight.

Gavin Lerena - Having commenced his riding career with a record breaking number of wins as an apprentice jockey during which time he was able to claim the South African Apprentice Jockey’s Championship over 3 consecutive seasons, Jockey Lerena’s career has continued to flourish with in excess of 1300 wins now to his credit. Included in this tally are 9 wins at Group 1 level including two renewals of the South African Derby courtesy of KINGS GAMBIT in 2008 and POMODORO in 2012. Jockey Lerena was able to claim the South African Jockey’s Championship during the recent 2014/2015 racing season with 220 wins at a winning percentage of 19%. This achievement earned him the subsequent honor of representing South Africa in the 2015 LONGINES International Jockey’s Championship which he was able to win courtesy of success on MR RIGHT and SUPEROI in the final two legs of the series.   Jockey Lerena has advised that his minimum riding weight is 122 lbs.
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